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to clear up the mystery, and left the question
Horace George Rayner's paternity as uncertain
before.

It was not till February 19 that the ill-fated you
man whose name was thus in doubt was sufficient
restored to health to be able to appear in court. Th
morning he was discharged from hospital and tak
into custody by the police, and later in the same d;
he  was  formally charged before the magistrate
Marylebone with the murder of Whiteley. He was th<
in such a feeble state of health that he had to 1
conveyed to prison in a cab.   On February 26 ar
again on March 5 he made further appearances
the police-court, where his previous history was r
counted by the prosecution, and sufficient evidence w;
given to cause the magistrate to commit him for tri;
at the  Central  Criminal  Court.   So at length, c
Friday, March 22, the last act of the drama was playe
out, and Rayner took his stand in the dock at tl
new Old Bailey, in a court presided over by Lor
Alverstone, the Lord Chief Justice of England.  IA
R. D. Muir and Mr Arthur Gill appeared for th
Director of Public Prosecutions;' Mr George Ellioi
and Mr Henry Curtis Bennett (afterwards Sir Henr
Curtis Bennett) were retained for the defence; M
Bodkin appeared for the Whiteley family; and M
Lloyd  held  a  watching brief   for George Raynei
Although Rayner pleaded " Not guilty " to the charg
of murdering Whiteley, the real issue in the case wa
not his guilt, but his state of mind.  For many week
previously public opinion had been greatly stirred b1
the course of an American murder trial which in som<
of its features resembled the Whiteley affair.   Onb,
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